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which is dependent throughout upon the complex inter-
actions between the individual and the organised society
to which he belongs.

Almost all animals are capable in some degree of
learning to modify their instinctive behaviour in the
light of experience, under the guidance of pleasure and
pain ; and in the young child also this kind of learning
leads to the first steps beyond purely instinctive behaviour.
At first, all efforts and movements of the young infant or
young animal, in so far as they are not mere reflexes, are
directly and wholly due to the instinctive impulses. When
any such movement directly attains its end, the pleasure
of satisfaction confirms the tendency to that particular
kind of action in relation to that kind of object or situation.
If, on the other hand, movements of the kind first made are
not successful, the pain of failure brings them to an end;
but the impulse persists and some variation of the move-
ments is made, again and again, until success is achieved;
then the pleasure of satisfaction confirms this last and
successful kind of movement, so that, whenever the same
impulse is again excited, it will work towards its end
by means of this kind of action rather than by means of
any other. Few of the animals rise to higher modes of
learning or acquisition. But in the infant, as his powers of
representation develop, as he becomes capable of free
ideas, the end towards which any instinct impels him
becomes more or less clearly represented in his mind as
an object of desire. The first result of this transformation
of blind appetite or impulse into desire is greater continuity
of effort; for, when the power of representation of the
object has been attained, the attention is not so readily
drawn off from it by irrelevant sensory impressions of all
sorts.

Then, as the child's intellectual powers develop
further, the train of activity through which the end of
any impulse is attained becomes longer; a succession of
actions is performed, each of which is only a means
to the end prescribed by the instinctive impulse; objects
that are in themselves uninteresting are made use of as
means to the end. In all such mediate activities the